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Three Objects in the Collection of Mr. Herbert Clark, of Jeru- 
salem. — By George A. Barton, Professor in Bryn Mawr 
College. 

No. 1. 

This little weight, in bronze, in the form of a turtle, came, Mr. 
Clark said, from Sebastiyeh. The drawing is about its actual 
size. It is inscribed with old Hebrew letters : W Oil , evidently 
standing here for the "fifth" of a shekel. The weight is 2£ 
grams, or 58 grains. At this rate the shekel of which it was a 
fraction consisted of 290 grains. A series of half-shekel weights 
found at Tell Zakariyeh weighed 157.5 gr., 146.7 gr. respec- 
tively (Bliss and Macalister, Excavations in Palestine 1898-1900, 




146 ff., and Clermont-Ganneau, Hecueil d'arch. orient., 25 ff.), 
and one in my possession weighs 153.5 gr. (cf. JAOS. xxiv, 
386 ff.). The limits of variation of the Hebrew shekel have 
never been determined, but it is evident that there was a shekel 
which approximated 300 grains. Mr. Clark's turtle weight is 
one-fifth of that. The turtle form of this weight is, so far as I 
know, unique. 

No. 2. 

This object, cut out of a blackish stone, bears on one side a 
face ; on the other, pictures of two birds accompanied by cer- 




tain marks. The face, which the drawings exhibit in profile as 
well as in full view, has a physiognomy which resembles the 
faces on two Hittite monuments published by Messerschmidt, 
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Corpus Inscriptionum Hetiticarum, II, Tafel xxxiv, A and B. 
The resemblance to the profile of A is particularly striking. 
One of the bird figures resembles a figure on Tafel xlvi of the 
Nachtrag of Messerschmidt's work. I am of the opinion, 
therefore, that the object may be Hittite, and put forth the sug- 
gestion in hope that some one who has given more attention to 
the decipherment of Hittite may be able to throw further light 
on it. The object may have been used either as a weight or a 
seal. 

No. 3. 

This little stone "duck, found at Sebastiyeh, was perhaps a 
weight, though this is by no means certain. It weighs 39 grains. 
If it were intended for a weight, it was probably an eighth of a 
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shekel, since eight times its weight would be 312 grs. Since 
the shekel varied so much, however, it may have been the 
seventh of a shekel, since 273 grs. is almost equal to 277.8 grs. 
— the smallest of the shekels found by Bliss at Tell Zakariyeh. 
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